To start off the Joint International Journal of Cancer-Meyenburg Stiftung lectures this year, we have invited Prof. Tadatsugu Taniguchi, an outstanding scientist and speaker, to speak on “Interferons and interferon regulatory factors in immunity and cancer” on March 24, 2004, at 1600 hours in the main lecture hall at the Deutsches Krebsforschungszentrum in Heidelberg. 
Prof. Taniguchi received his Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Education in Tokyo, Japan, in 1972 and his Ph.D. in Molecular Biology from the University of Zurich in 1978. His outstanding academic career in his home country of Japan was enhanced in the course of the years by a research fellowship in Naples in the biological chemistry laboratory of the university, a research assistantship in Zurich, and a visiting professorship at the New York University Medical Center. In addition to memberships on the editorial boards of numerous high-impact journals, he received –among many other important national and international awards -- the Robert-Koch prize in 1991 and the ISI Citation Laureate Award in 2000 and was the Fulbright 50th Anniversary Distinguished Fellow in 1995 and honored with Foreign Associate Membership of the National Academy of Sciences in the US in 2003.

His research career in immunology and oncology began with the original identification of two cytokine genes and their characterization between the late 1970s and early 1980s, namely, the genes encoding human fibroblast interferon (now known as IFN-) and interleukin-2 (IL-2).  The molecular identification of the products of these and other cytokine genes, carried out by his group and many others, made it possible to study their functional properties and elucidate their intracellular signaling mechanisms as well as their physiological regulation.  As a result of these initial studies, Taniguchi and his group have further extended the characterization of these cytokine systems in the context of the regulation of immunity and oncogenesis.  One of their major contributions is the discovery and characterization of a new family of transcription factors, termed interferon regulatory factors (IRFs).  Taniguchi’s current research interests are aimed at clarifying the function and regulation of the IRF family of transcription factors in oncogenesis and immunity.  In addition, they also focus on the mechanism of signaling and transcription networks elicited by IFN-/ and other cytokines, important in the immune responses to pathogens and cancer.
Please join us!
